First language attrition refers to the changes which a first language (L1) undergoes when a second language (L2) is acquired in a context in which L1 use is reduced (Cook 2003, Köpke 2004. This study comprises a fine phonetic analysis of prosody in ten late consecutive GermanEnglish bilinguals and belongs to genre of studies in which L1 intelligibility remains largely, or completely, unaffected (de Leeuw et al. 2007, Mennen 2004, Major 1992, Flege & Eefting 1987, Flege 1984; in contrast to studies of complete L1 loss, as in cases of initial language loss after adoption, Pallier et al. 2003, Ventureyra et al. 2004). In general, the results indicate L1 changes in the intonational alignment of prenuclear rise. However, interpersonal variation was also evidenced: two bilinguals performed clearly within the English monolingual norm in their German whilst one bilingual evidenced no L1 attrition. Intrapersonal variation occurred in the form of the start of the prenuclear rise appearing to undergo more L1 attrition than the end. Processes of L1 attrition, transfer and interference are discussed in relation to these results.

